THE YOUNG MELBOURNE
"creed or rather no creed" as she put it. As for Lady
Melbourne, though she had known her for years, she
had never been able to feel easy in her company. Far
too acute not to see through her suave exterior, she yet
shrank too much from friction to be able to stand up
to her. Beside Lady Melbourne's finished poise she
felt herself continually at a disadvantage; she called her
the Thorn. On the other hand, she liked William per-
sonally very much; she knew Caroline to be passion-
ately in love with him. And she was anxious to get her
off her hands as soon as she could. CaroHne was alto-
gether too temperamental for family life: and was
sometimes so disagreeable in her manner that Lady
Bessborough had come to die conclusion that only the
settling influence of marriage would ever cool her
down. Anyway she was not the woman to stand in the
path of true love. Sighing, she left the matter to Caro-
line's decision. A day or two later William was asked
to come to the play with the Bessboroughs, in order to
receive his final answer:
"We met him at Dy. Lane," Lady Bessborough tells
Lord Granville, "I never saw anything so warm and
animated as his manner towards her, and of course
he soon succeeded in obtaining every promise he
wished. I had not seen him to speak to, and he
follow'd me into the passage (behind the D. Lane
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